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A Peace Corps Volunteer's Disillusionment

when ¥ snd my fellow Peace Corps
Yolunteers to Chile arrived in Santi-
svo, Chile, in 1953, wa were greeted
with 2 banner headline in one of the
siternoon Jpagers, “Forty-Seven Agenis

of the C.LA. Arrive at Airport Today.” ~

At the time I saw the paper's story
g5 at best something of a sick joke.
“Ijs gpiex.for the C.[.A.? Nome of us
s.gnad up to spy on auyone! We were
in Chile &s representatives of the peo-
ple of thé United States . .. we came
to Jive: with the Chﬂeana to under-
stand their country and culture and to

- lend a hand-in attacking the problems

of economie 2nd social development at
the grass roota”

For t'v"rO years we attamp’ced to do
just thal; many of us -all the while
t‘norauahw puzzled and sometmes an-

gered at the conﬁnued insistance of el

ements of Chile's political 18{t thal we-

Ceyarg . agents and s,.ies for the T.LA.-

Many of us never guits understpod
why this charge Xkept surfacing and
stmply eh_ﬂx—d it up to some -sort .of
overh' active and slightly perverse ver-
Bion of extremist imagination. ‘
During my stay I learned respect for

'Chile, her people, her traditions end

Institutiops — thiz wag, efter all,-one
of the principal goals of the Pelce
Corps Act whose authotity underwrote
my two years overszay, Before I Te-

“turned to the U. S it was clear to me

that in the saunse af the political out-

. look of this counfry, Chile in the mid.

dle ’60s had an open and democratic
political system given to tolerance for
the polities of the right, left and cen-
ter,
Lo~ard the end of the decade tne
peoble of Chile, exerelsing thelr politi--
cal righis in str!c: conformlty with

their established laws and institutions, - u
‘eiectad g Socialist President; Salvador

Allends Gossens, whose stated pgoal
was to lead Chile to socialism via con-
stitutional means. A3 the record of the
ensuring yeers snows, he found this -
task 1mp0551bla to aceomplish, There
are those who maintain, and not with-
out reazon, that Allende himaself put
Chile’s political institutions in 'g‘eat
jeapordy. However, that point of view -
deals with potentizlities, with possibili-
ties, because the democratic process

_continued uninterrupted during his

torm of office. Congressional and mu. -
niecinal elections were held, apparently
a3 or»euly contestad as ever, Political
parties across the spectrum of Chilean

- political life maintained thekr vigor.

o mreng

in any case Alende is dead now and
‘Chile is in the hands of a rightest mili.
::u:t,' dictatorship. Thers sre no elees
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tions, no palitcsl partes, no freedom
of spesch ar the press. Those 2re hs-
cornplished fscts, nol poientialitiez,
And i the military spokesmen are ta
be teken at their word, they zre not
going to permit a return to even-a

. truncated version of Chile’s past form

of political life in the near future, per
haps not even within the decade, To
their minds, it seems, elirmination of

Socialists and Communists did not xa !
ally get at the core of their couniry’s !
pollitical dificulties. A more general 2y

proach was needed, Le. the entire elim.

. ination of the democratic process. 1«
What puzzles and angerz me now iy |

not so:much that a military regimse |

controls Chile, for that is primerily &
‘matter of direct concern for Chilsan

citizens. However, afier reading the dew !

tails of how the CI A, 23 a matter-of |

our government, expended several mil.

" lon dollars in atiempting to subvart,

corrupt and destroy the political insH.
tutions of the Republic of Chile, I-do
see 'why many wellmeaning Chilesng
might hava thought that the Peass

. Corps was in thelr country as an 2o
Apparently the men .
chiarged with conducting our forelzm ...

of the C.LA.

policy are capable of zlmosi uvtnihg

. in the name of expediency, but eight

or nine yesars ago this fact w_q 1ot s
evident to me. At that time the leftd

judgment of the Peace Corps ssemed

just too ludicrous for serious considem
ation. Although I emphasize that I g3
have no reason to belieye tha% any vok
unteers were conscious tools of that
egency, wihat couid be more bizzare
than the facts of the CLAJs actual fme

" volvement?

Not incidenily, sll -of this waz hepa
pening while hundreds of thousands of
young men of the United Statez wers
being sent to another rcormsr of thy

- globe to *fight lor the forces of freve
dom « and - democracy v in Southsss?

Asia” ..., or so Presidenis Johnsod
and I\lxon ‘and - thelr secretariss o
state would have had us bellevs,

As regards Chile, of course, wa zry
able to take comfort from Dr. Klazing.
er's assertions that our policy toward
the Allende government was desizned
to aid the “demgceratic, pro-U.S. forea
in Latin America.” :

How strange. Alas, If It only ware
1054 instead of 1974, Then I might not
find all this double-think/doubletaly
so.disquieting.

Denton R. Yaughan
Parce Cotos voluntser, Chla, Ieki-ant
Burke Ya. e iea

CIA-RDP88- 01315R000400220005 2

. policy declded at the highest levels:of .

1

53‘\:%40 Denten R,

g L:'/ﬂ*C@ CU.{.



